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Krishna Gurus Granted
aves Amid Controversy

HN DART,
Religion Writer

influential Hare Krishna
1cluding the Los Angeles
have taken leaves of ab-
ontributing to an ongoing
p in the controversial reli-
yvement.

ficial of the worldwide sect
t week that Ramesvara
Grant), 35, of Los Angeles,
nted a leave in late summer
e possible business oppor-
in the New York City area
> when he was increasingly
cused by movement lead-
eglecting his chanting du-
e movement’s gurus are
1 to' chant their mantra at
0 hours daily.

svara “may go ahead and
ide officially, but  that is
" according to Mahendra, a
. book publishing adminis-
nd a close friend of the Los
y guru. “He wants to make a
for a number of reasons,”
hendra, who works in Den-
was reached by telephone
ngeles. -

cond guru, Bhagavan, the
r for the Krishna move-
parts of Europe, Africa and
dle East, surprised follow-

Ramesvara

ers recently by traveling on leave
to Boulder, Colo., and telling
friends that he was considering
getting married. ) _
“He’s keeping in contact with his
people, but he told me he’s consid-
ering being married,” said Anutta-
ma, president of the Denver tem-
le.
b Bhagavan, like Ramesvara, had
taken vows of celibacy and both
gurus are expected to follow de-
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manding religious regimens. They
were considered two of the ‘most

- prominent of the 11 guru succes-.»

-8ors who carved out areas of domi-
nance in 1977 upon the death of the
movement’s founder, A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada.

The movement, already a target
of criticism for aggressively seek-
ing donations for its religious
books, suffered additional public

image problems when two of 11°

gurus were deposed after they ran
into difficulties with the law.

This fall, the Krishna showcase

commune in West Virginia, led by
Kirtananda-Swami Bhaktipada, an-
other of the original 11, came under
a federal grand jury investigation
in connection with allegations of
drug dealing and possible complici-
ty in events leading to the May 22
murder in Los Angeles of Krishna
dissident Steve Bryant.

In addition, an Australian guru
who has admitted to homosexual
activities, is resisting efforts by the
organization’s Governing Body

+ Commission to have him step down,
according to a Southern California
public affairs spokesman for the
movement, which is formally
known as the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness (ISK-
CON).

“We have only three or four

! leaders [of the original 11] who
haven’t had their reputations ques-
tioned,” lamented the spokesman.

“The movement is kind of with-
out a leader now,” said the spokes-
man, who spoke on the éondition of

’ anonymity. The question of au-
thority has been complicated by

' growing numbers of spiritual lead-

] ers claiming to be gurus, now said.

i tobe nearly three dozen.

| Ramesvara’s spiritual responsi-

| bilities, which included guiding

. about 300 people living in the West

. Los Angeles temple area and oth-

. ers in Japan and various sections of

- the United States, have been trans- -

i
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ferred to committees and boards of
the organization, officials said.
Ramesvara’s duties with the
Bhaktivedanta. Book Trust Co. in
Los Angeles had already been
largely assumed by trustees of the
publishing house, Mahendra said.
Mahendra, the Denver publish-
ing administrator, said the North
American members of the Govern-
ing Body Commission, meeting in

Ramesvara to take a leave if he had
not requested it himself. The or-
ganization’s leaders made no an-
nouncement of the changes, how-
ever.

Mahendra and the public affairs
spokesman said in separate inter-
views that although Ramesvara
had been frequently criticized for
being seen in' public with' a 15-

. year-old girl, the guru was not

being pressured to step aside for
that reason.

Ramesvara told a Times reporter
early this summer that he had only
a supportive interest in the girl and
other youths whose parents are
associated with the temple.

“People talked about that, be-
cause he is in the renounced life

. and should not be involved
with the children at all,” Mahendra

. said. “He decided that he couldn’t

function in our traditional under-
standing of the renunciative
role—he wanted to help with kids
and help with business and be busy
all the time. His chanting [practice]
was in question for many years.”

‘Mahendra said that Bhagavan,
whose primary base was in
southern Europe, may have felt the
press ‘of administrative -duties on
three continents and the responsi-
bility for several hundred disciples.

“It got too hot in the kitchen, so
he got out,” Mahendra said. He did
not elaborate except to say that
Bhagavan “had significantly fal-
tered and he is trying to do what he
can to keep himself in a spiritual
position.”
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